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7VOUS - Caravan 33 - Leaders Burnes
Sept 15 - 24, 1987 - 9 nights, 998 miles, $321 (Browns)
Members: Benjamin, Burnes, Hoffmans, Gormans, Dahmes, Browns
ponalds, Messingers, Schneiders, pavi's, Pettis's, Kellonds

Comries, Leippers, Olivers.

All of those listed above spent at least some time at Hat
Creek. We Browns & some of the others spent the full

time. In fact, the Gormans, Hoffmans, Dahmes, & we Browns
met at the Meyer's home for a three day Mini-Rally prior to
Hat Creek. We then moved up to Redding for a two night stop
at the Bear Valley RV Park. Here we visited our former
members, the Bill Humperts, and the Dahme's Daughter &
family.

Sept 15, 1987: Headed for the group area at Hat Creek.
Found some of our other members already there. Others
arrived during the day. Fire wood was gathered and wve
settled down to Tile Games & idle chatter. And of course the
usual & always present CAMPFIRE. Served a fine Hamburger
dinner with Champagne to celebrate Joe's Birthday and the
new Schneider trailer.

Sept 16: Local hiking & exploring. Lots of stream
fishing. Played Bridge.....Tile....sat & talked. The next
day several of the men drove to the Power House & to Baum
Lake to test the fishing. POOR! Some of the ladies arrived
jater. Ruth had taken Faye to "the Hat Lady Display" so
she too could buy some of these infamous Hat Creek Hats.
Pot luck dinner that evening. Campfire & more chatter.

Sept 18: This was the day for our usual visit to Lava
Creek Lodge, a fine lunch and the Croguet Tournament wvhich
has become a classic. Not much being said this year as that
Gerry Pettis won top honors, beating all comers including
our strongest men. May "drum" her out of the club. Did lots
of sight-seeing on the drive home.

In the following days
the campfires consumed lots of
firewood. Many hikes taken.
Bridge & Tile was played, and
of course lots of fine food
done away with. And the usual
visit was made to Uncle Runt's
Place for dinner.

And we had visitors. Was
nice to have the Humperts drive
into camp. Both Bill Jr. & Sr.
with Nona. And the Connell's
daughter visited one day. Ditto
the Dahme's daughter.

And the days rolled by. More
hiking....sight-seeing....cards &
Tile. Made run up to Mt. Lassen.

Sept 24: Left for home, ending a wonderful few days in
this beautiful part of Northern California. The nights have
been quite cold but the days very pleasant. And all this
with a wonderful group of good friends. How can you beat
all this.

Reported by Lloyd W. Brown, June 1995



HOBO RALLY Caravan No. 34 - Leaders Harrisons. Feb 5-15,'88
Ten days, 1203 miles, 7.00 spent (Browns)

Members: Harrisons, Penners, Browns, Hoffmans, Dahmes. plus
several Santa Clara Unit Members. Sorry, don't have names.

This was Ed Harrison's Year as President of MBCU and he
organized this caravan to cover our trip to the National
Hobo Rally at Bilyth, cCalif. He invited the Santa Clara Unit
to join us. No records seem to have been kept but believe
there were fifteen units in the group.

We gathered at Santa Nella and headed on down to the
Fairgrounds in Bakersfield. A very nice facility with full
hook-ups, on lawn, for $7.50 a night. Weather perfect.

Feb 6: Moved for two night stay at Desert Center.
Charlie Penner, his brother Jack, and brother-in-law Ray
. Anderson all own lots here and it was nice seeing them
--again. While here, the Dahmes & Browns drove out to the
- Asparagus Farm and bought "tons" of the freshest, best, and

cheapest asparagus ever seen. Enjoyed it for days.

Feb 8: A warm sunny day as we drove down to Blyth & the
Rally Site. Earl & Jerry Pettis joined us as we drove
in. were happy to find the Webbers all set up and we looked
»up Glen Cox's brother, J. C. Cox. Of course visited Irwin &

~Viola Lowrey.

‘ Enjoyed many excellent programs during Rally, some out-
standing. Some breakfasts....some "meals out". And of
course the famous Hobo Stew, only served if you had a tin
can for your bowl. Many of these cans decorated, and judged -
at a separate time. oOurs won nothing!

On the last day we all dressed up (or down) to enter
the Hobo Parade & later the costume contest. After the
parade and at the judging Ruth was kept on stage right down
to the final two......she & this other woman. The other
won, so Ruth was the Runner-up as the Hobo Queen. She had
to promise to be at next Year's Rally in case the Queen
herself could not make it.

Feb 14: Left for home, with 1lunch stop at Kramer's
Corners, and overnight back at the fine Bakersfield
Fairgrounds. Then home the next day.

It was a good Rally with GREAT ENTERTAINMENT, and the
Caravan served it's purpose of getting us there & back.

Reported by Lloyd, with help of Ruth's Diary, June '95



GRAND OLD OPRY CARAVAN
MARCH 27 - JUNE 2, 1988

Caravan 35, the Grand 0ld Opry Caravan, was the"MBCU

initiation trip" for Nina Hadden. She has béen a loyal caravanner
ever since, so the experience must have been a good one.
The caravan left from the Los Banos rally March 27, 1988,
and included Nina, Joe and Shirley Gorman, Bob and Alma Connell and
Jay and Marian Leith (leaders).Sid and Esther Grossman weré originaliy
to be part of the group but had to withdraw at the last minute.
Highlights of the jputbound trip included Happy Hour and
B dihner at the Mexican restaurant in Yuma with Helen Weber, overnight
- at the Cox residence in las Cruces (after emergency repairs by Glen
and Bob on Jay's trailer brakes), a visit to Ft. Davis en route to
Big Bend National Park, "The law west of the Pecos"Judge Roy Bean's
bar in Langtry, and Joe's sprint down the freeway for gas in San Antonio.
} Sightseeing in San Antonio and Natchez, then up the Natchez Tz'a,ca“\k\",‘”j
Nashville.

The Grand 0ld Opry Rally in Nashville was an enjoyable
experience we all will remember, and included time for sightseeing,
tickets to the radio show and a visit to the Opryland Hotel and theme
park,

Leaving Nashville the caravan headed east to Atlanta (sight-
seeing again, and through Bob's magic touch, free drinks at the Hyatt
Regency), Savannah(more sightseeing), Charleston (still more sightseeing),
and Asheville. Meanwhile Joe and Shirley headed to Florida to visit
family --they would rejoin us later on the return leg of téf caravan,

Enjoyed the Blue Ridge Parkway from Asheville into Virginia,
Sightseeing in Virginia included Appomattox Courthouse, Charlottésville

OVER -



Con't. from other side.

and Monticello, Richmond, Williamsburg and Washington D.C. Then on
to Philadelphia and Gettysburg (where we weie evacuated during a
heavy rainstorm which flooded our campsites).

Heading‘westward from the Pennsylvania Dutch country Jay
and Marian made a side trip to visit family in Chicago and Wisconsin,
rejoining the others in Pueblo Colorado. From there the group broke
up for the return to California, logging a total of 71 days and

{ approximately 11,000 miles.

Reported in July 1995 by Jay Leith from his notes



SALEM Caravan No. 36 - Leaders Dahmes - May 22/June 3, 1988
1827 Miles - $676 Spent including repairs (Browns)

Members: Dahmes, Leiths, Hoffmans, Browns, Benjamin,
Harrisons, Meyers. ‘

May 22, 1988: Caravan 36 left the Donald Ranch in
Scotts Valley following the MBCU Monthly Rally. A very
successful gathering with the "Song Man" Gerolds from
S. Carolina at this Rally. A gopher trapping contest was
only one of many activities of this Rally. Not one to brag,
but.......(Brown caught fivel!)

Our first caravan stop was at Oroville. A nice quiet
park for $11.00 a night. Did laundry...joint dinner with
left over salad from Rally. (Should have stole the wine!)
Our second day brought us to Ashland, Ore., and a nice
wooded park. After dinner served Ruth's Rum Cake & Ed's Ice

- Cream to celebrate Amye's Birthday.

May 24: Nice easy drive of 260 miles to Blue
River. Made a lunch stop at the Hendricks Wayside Park, one
of Oregon's finest. Then on to a very nice RV Park managed
by No Cal friends of the Dahmes. As a two night stop there
was time for laundry, sight-seeing, shopping, etc. Took one
very interesting Nature Trail hike. Weather has been fine.

- Now clouding over.

May 26: In light rain moved up to Salem and the
Airstream Company Rally. About 250 riys here. About twice
this number expected and Airstream made no secret that this
would be their last such event. The rain settled in. The
scheduled rally Programs could be rated from Very Good, to
Good, and to Poor. Dahmes & Browns drove over one day to
visit old Totem Trailer Friends, the Ken Sawyers who own
Oregon property with pad for their trailer.

May 30: The rally finished last evening and we headed
South arriving in time for lunch at the Tillemook Cheese
Factory. Then moved out to the Coast and a two night stop
at Look-Out Cape. Nice spot with easy walk to beach. At
bath time that first evening the Hot Water Tank burst and
water flooded under the bed. All further Caravan plans
ended for the Browns and they headed off next morning for
the Airstream Dealer in Eugene, Ore.

Even had car trouble on the way and used up an extra few
hours getting the alternator replaced. Have nothing but
praise for the Airstream dealer who fixed us up. Then on
homeward by ourselves. Easy going but sure missed the
company of our fine Caravan Group.

Reported June 1995 by Lloyd from Ruth's Diary.



HAT CREEK RENDEZVOUS Caravan No. 37 - Leaders Schneiders
Sept 6 - 14, 1988 - No detalls of mllies or money spent.
Members: Burnes, Paxtons, Browns, Schneiders, Olivers,
Benjamin, Dahmes, Pettis's, Leiths, Leippers, Messingers.

Sept 6, 1988 -~ Browns left their Los Gatos Home and
drove to Hat Creek. Happy to see the familiar
with the MBCU Reserved sign.
Even happier to be greeted
by the Burnes & Paxtons
who were already set up
and all comfortable.

Sept 7: The rest
of our ¢roup arrived
following their over-
night stop near Corning. g g
Of course loaded down - e ST
with olives.

Then followed the
usual campfires, trout
fishing, card playing,
Tile games, and hikes to the interestlng places around us.
The Scatter Cone Trail.....the Lava Tube Caves, etc.

And of course the Burney Falls run. Fall River Mills.
Lava Creek Lodge for lunch. And dinner at Uncle Runt's
Place. And many group breakfasts & dinners right in camp.
And how about that original French "Bocchi Ball" game run by
Bob Oliver. And the traditional MBCU Caravan Barber Shop
set up by Benjamin & Brown. Those were brave soles who put
up with one of these haircuts. But the price was right.

And lets not forget that "five year" Hat Creek Birthday cake

brought out by Bob Oliver.
Sept 14: Thus ended a fun & relaxed time at this Hat

'Creek Rendezvous. Most headed home.....some joined Caravan
No. 38 which was now heading North.

Reported in 1995 by Lloyd from Ruth's 1988 Diary.



GON Caravan No. 38 - Leaders Comries. Sept 10 - 25, 1988
Combined Caravans 37 & 38 - 1399 miles 3 weeks $1,399 Brown
Members on No. 38: Comries, Browns, Dahmes, Beasleys, Davi's
Ginters, Pettises.

The Comries & Davi's drove North from Monterey. The
Beasleys joined them further North. Then the Ginters drove
West from Sacramento. We Browns, with the Dahmes, Left Hat
Creek at the end of that gathering, and drove West through
Redding and spent their first night at the Grey Falls
Forestry Campground near Weaverville. A beautiful camp with
wvarmer weather than Hat Creek. Of course tried out the
fishing in world famous Trinity River......no comment!

Next day drove on out to Hwy 101 at Acadia, then north
to establish camp at Prarie Creek State Park. What a
beautiful place. The next morning we were off for a few
days stay on the Klamath, up stream in the Glen. Rook's RV
Park on the Terwer Riffle has been a favorite spot of we
Browns for over fifty years. Steelhead fishing, you know.

Soon looked up Viola & Erwin Lowrey who had their
Airstream parked close by. And even more important, had
their jet boat tied up at the dock. The three ladies were
soon at the Tile Game & we men were out fishing in the
boat. Ah, this is the life. And fishing was good.

Next day found us all picking wild blackberries,
exploring Klamath, driving up to Crescent Cityeeons
enjoying fish barbecues, and of course some fishing.
Irwin's boat was very fast and he took the ladies for a spin
upstream. Was all the way up to Blue Creek & back in a
couple of hours. 1In the old days it took us all day.

Happy to see the rest of the Caravan drive in the next
day. Lots of chatter at Happy Hour followed by still
another fish barbecue. Getting tired of the damn stuff.

Sept 20: Irwin took Guido & Lloyd fishing in the Jet.
The rest of our group picked more berries, explored, played
Tile, and the day was soon gone. Next morning, said our
farewells to the Lowrys and moved up to Coos Bay. We were
soon scouting the clam beds....checking the pier for our
Crabbing operations, and checking the restaurants for dinner
arrangements. Guido's friend came by and arrangements were
made to go out in his boat. In particular, Russ seemed to
have great quantities of crab which he gave us. Delicious!
The next day Don, Guido & Russ brought in still more crabs
& clams from their boat trip. Russ also seemed to be well
stocked with tomatoes from his own garden...Great.

Sept 26: Left for home with an overnight stop at Ukiah.
Ruth's notes show: "Came home with crab, berries, salmon, &
lemons. All we could eat of each!"

Thus ended three great weeks of outdoor iiving!

Reported in 1995 by Lloyd from Ruth's 1988 Diary.



WHITE SANDS Caravan No. 39 - Leaders Leiths
Jan 22 - Feb 14, 1989 - 23 days, 2798 miles $852 (Browns)

Members: Benjamin, Browns, Connells, Gormans, Grossmans,
Haddin, Hoffmans, Leippers, Leiths, Paxtons, Schnelders

Jan 22, 1989: The Caravan left the MBCU Jan Lodi Rally
wvith heavy fog in the Stockton area. First overnight stop
at Lost Hills KOA. This being Super Bowl Sunday Joe & Rob
Connell parked their trailers "fore & aft", awnings out, to
form an enclosure & set out two TV sets. Formed cash pool &
ve all rooted game (49's won in final 30 sec). Ruth & Jay
were the cash winners. Cool weather, H/H in bldg upstairs.

Next morning scraped ice from windshield before depart-
ure for Tamirisk Campsite. Found place limited to 24' Max
length trailers. Left note for the missing Leippers and
moved on to Palm Canyon State Park.

. Two nights with full hook-ups.
"Boy, those great electric
blankets. Have moved H/H up

to 4:30...canceled outside
meals. Spent two days with N
hikes, sight-seeing, at Museum
learned that Cresote Bush is
oldest living thing on Earth.

Jan 26: Country Roads RV
- Park in Yuma next stop. The
Webbers & Grossmans soon made
their appearance. Nice visits
followed. Dinner at Mexican
place. Happy Hours out in the
sunshine. Group meals there in
camp. Sid & Orve played golf. All kept busy.

~Jan 29: The Grossmans joined us, but we left the
Webbers. Moved on to Organ Pipes Nat'l Mont. Weather
perfect. Hiked the trails, Bird watched, "did" the Visitor
‘Center, and played Tile. All kept very busy. The first
night Jay furnished supplies for H/H in cellebration of
Marian's Birthday. We spent one day crossing the Border to
visit the little Mexican town of Sonoita. A real FUN stop.

Feb 1: Off for Tucson and our four night stop at the
Rincon Country West Park. Top Notch RV Park. With nice
wveather we could sit out and enjoy many group meals in
camp. Visited some good Restaurants. Did lots of sight-
seeing. The Arizona/Sonora Desert Museum was outstanding.
Altho' a "tourist trap" the visit to Tucson 0ld Town
wvas interesting. So many Western Films have been made
here. There was even a lively Gun-Fight...Shoot-Out while
we were there. One body was carried off.

-OVER -



Con't. from other side:

Feb 4: Left Tucson. Were all looking forward to our
visit with Chris & Glen Cox. Enjoyed a stop
at the Tumacarori Nat'l Monument, a
1691 Mission that was active until
1840. Then on to the KOA in Las
Cruces and to find the Coxes
waiting to welcome us.What a
great Happy Hour and barbecue
dinner that evening.

Can't say enough for all
the wonderful things they d4id
for us during our Las Cruces
stay. Sight seeing trips....
interesting visits, and that
great day across the Border.
Glen had Mexican Taxi Cabs all
reserved on the US side at El
Paso. Then led us down, we
parked our cars, climbed in,
and were given a- two hour tour
of Juarez. And that tour of
the Pecan Packing Plant. And
the school attended by the
Olivers when children.

And that WONDERFUL reception they organized at their
home with many of the Southern New Mexico WBCCI Unit
present. What a nice gesture. ,

Feb 7: Has turned very cold. Woke up to snow, Glen
swears it has never happened before. Canceled our White
Sands visit because of reported ice in the Pass. We Browns
received a phone call from our Son back in Santa Cruz that
they too had been having extreme cold.....water pipes burst
at our Los Gatos Home.

Jay reported this would be the end of the formal
Caravan No. 39, and gave out the plaques. Of course this
called for a fine party and sad good-bys were expressed.
Several returned West as a group, we headed straight home
by the fastest route, and to those broken pipes. Must
report that things turned warmer from then on.

So, another fine caravan ends. What great times we had.

Reported in 1995 by Lloyd from Ruth's Diary & Caravan Log.



BOSEMAN Caravan No. 40 - Leader Benjamin-June 11 - 27, 1989
Browns drove 2615 miles, out 26 days, spent $948.00

Members: Benjamin, Browns, Burnes, Ginters, Gormans, Hadden,
Hoffman, Kellonds, Leippers, Leiths, Messingers, Olivers,
Pettises, Schneiders.

Sunday, June 11, 1989 - Caravan No. 40 left the Alameda
County Fairgrounds following the regular MBCU June Rally.
The purpose of this Caravan was to have maximum fun along
the way and to deliver us safely at the International Rally
at Boseman. And the homeward trip would be Caravan 41.

So we set bravely forth and made our first overnight
at the 0l1d Orchard RV Park on Hwy 5 near Corning. We were
happy with the lawn & the shade trees. Fun Happy Hour
followed by dinner of left over food from the Rally eaten on
the picnic tables grouped together. Even a touch of left
over wine. Moved the next day to Sheepy Ridge. The old
timers remembered the pleasant visit here on Caravan 24.

The first-timers thought the place pretty dismal. But the
owner did give us that interesting tour of their pheasant
raising activity....and please remember those ducklings.
And please remember that tour of the Horseradish plant.

June 15: On to Bend, Ore. During H/H in drove that same
red & black German Tour Bus we have seen on other Caravans.
They sure do get around. It is better than a side-show to
watch them arrive, unfold, pitch-in, and settle down for the
night. The next day's drive took us to Clyde Holliday Way-
side Park near John Day. The usual outstanding Oregon State
Park. Shirley arranged a very special tour of the KAM WAH
CHUNG MUSEUM. Opened up just for us! We also were given
a very special tour of the John Day Fossil Museum. Waffle
breakfasts & joint dinners rounded out this stop.

June 18: Moved to that great favorite of ours....
Wallowa Lake. Allowed five days for this stop. Lots of bike
riding, hiking, scouting, looking ‘
fishing.......AND great MEALS!

, These folks can sure cook. And
.how pleasant to sit in these
beautiful surroundings, with
SO many good friends. We
count our blessings. And how
about the view from the top of
Mt. Howard. The Gondola ride
we all took is the steepest and
longest such ride in North
America. And the view, and
hiking trails up at 8200 ft.
Our group cheered up the
local merchants....lots of
printed shirts, Western
jewelry, fancy jackets, etc. .
being sold. Noticed truck loads
of merchandise being brought in.
Did have some rain, but the camp
fires burned & we moved under the
awnings. Nothing could dampen
our spirits.

OVER -~
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June 23: This is our last full day at Wallowa

Lake. Tomorrow some will be going on to the Boise Rally. As
scheduled, others will be leaving us. The Kellonds &
Ginters are heading for the Portland area. The Burnes &
Olivers are staying one more day before heading home.
It was a sad, yet happy time as we said our goodbys, but
enjoyed the fellowship of a Great Happy Hour with slight
gifts & much praise. Then a fine hamburger feed and the
usual "sit around" the campfire. ‘

June 24: A very scenic drive today, and the steep drive
down into the Snake, and then back out of the gorge. And
remember cowboys driving that great herd of cattle down the
road in the Sweetwater River area. Truly now out West. And
remember the annual raft race down the Sweetwater, and the
watchers on the banks. We found the Lewis & Clark RV Park
in Kamiah quite suitable, and were soon settled in. This
was the last night the Leippers would be with us.

The next day we made the 280 mile drive to Butte KOA.
Our Treasurer, Nina, declared the Caravan Kitty now in
Bankruptcy. In fact, overdrawn. With considerable humor
- the matter was settled, and the treasurary dissolved. So
Caravan No. 40 enjoyed the last & fianal Happy Hour.

June 26: Drove the 80 miles to the Rally Grounds.
There had been much rainfall & the farmers had been delayed
in preparing the fields for our parking.......so several
hours of delay in the Bull Pen. Hundreds of restless people
secec.complaints on all sides. Both weather & tempers
‘warmed up. But then drove slowly over the very rough land
to our assigned parking space. And INTERNATIONAL!

This most certainly has been a very fine Caravan! Thanks.

PS: From Boise, the Browns headed home. Ed Harrison asked
to drive with us & we left the Rally July 3rd, and drove
over 300 miles to Declo, Idaho the first day.....to
Winnemucca the next day, and to our new home the third day,
parting with Ed in the Reno area when taking the Carson City

turnoff.

Reported by Lloyd, from official Log & Ruth's 1989 Diary.



RE

CORAVAN 41, BOZEMAN-NORTH

Leader: Jack Benjamin
Time: July - August after Bozeman Internaticonal

Participants:

' Bob and Alma Connell
Joe and Shirley Gorman
Amye and Orv Hoffman
Faye and Ev Messinger
Bob and Rosa Oliver
Nimna Hadden
Beb and Dorethy Schneider
Jack Benjamin

Left Bozeman July 3, to KOA at Choteau, Momtana, on to Glacier
National Park, Two Meadows Lake Campground among the peaks,
bears! Took bmat ride. Thence to campground just east of

8t. Mary. Droave Going-to-the-8un Highway, tock boat ride,
Then, to Glacier Campground, lunch at lodge, took boat rides.

Then to Canada, Waterton Lakes Campground, beautiful! Took
bmat trip back to Montana, lunch at ledge, shopping! Toured
area, saw mountain goats (sheep?), great place! Then to
trailer park at Canmore. Visited Banff, lunch at lodge,
shapped, enjoyed scenery and weather,

On te Lake Louise where Alma celebrated her birthday with
dinner with us at the fancy lodge, She had telephone zalls
back to U.B8. during excellent dinner. On to Jasper and

Jasper Naticnal Park, boat ride on lake among peaks, glaciers.
Tecok ride on huge glacier, lunch in lodge. ' ‘

Then, west and south on Canada 5 to big campground in mountains.
On to Montana to KOA at Missoula, then a night at Salmen, Idaho,
on Salmon River. Up the river, ve caravanned to Sawtcoth
Naticonal Recreation Area to Clacier Campground. Caravan ended
there as most traveled south through Sun Valley to points west
and scouth.

We had perfect weather throughout the caravan, excellent
accommodations, good roads, one flat tire (Nina), and far too
much food. '

Reported August 1995 by Jack Benjamin



HAT CREER RENDEVOUS NO. 42. September 6-13, 1989

7 Nights. Leaders: Bob and Dorothy Schneider. Ten
MBCU Trailers, plus Leippers' son Bryan and daughter Diane.

Taking two days for most of us, we arrived on Tuesday
after Labor Day. Relaxing and intermittant fishing were the
main events of the days with evening camp fires as a "must."
The deer and chipmunks were plentiful. Guests of the
Leippers, Hal and Ginny Deizel of Reno spent several days
visiting. Bill and Irene Burnes' son Terry visited briefly.
In the dark late Saturday night Schneiders' daughter Jan and
her husband Dennis found their way into camp and stayed
overnight. ‘

We enjoyed our famous hamburgers with Schneiders' toma-
toes, waffles cooked in the cast iron waffle irons where
Jack supervised the operation. Dorothy brought homemade
many-fruited coffee cakes for breakfast one morning and the
melons provided lasted on for lunches. As usual food was
plentiful.

A visit to beautiful Burney Falls, brown bag lunch, and
shopping on the return was fabulous. Some went sightseeing
to Mount Lassen during the week. Our return to Uncle Runt's
in 1988 after several years absence proved so successful
that we went again for our last night's farewell dinner,
taking up most of the dining room and returned to camp well
fed in search of hot buttered rum. The group presented
Hosts Bob and Dorothy with a lovely large candle which had
natural pinecones and leaves embedded in the body of the
candle.

Everyone said they had a good time as we reluctantly

hitched up and headed towards home on the last morning.

Reported by Dorothy & Bob Schneider 1995




NATIVE AMERICAN ODYSSEY Caravan No. 43 - Leaders Gormans
May 13 - June 21. 41 days W Rally 3638 miles $1890.00
Members: Benjamin, Browns, Beasleys, Gerolds, Ginters,
Gormans, Hadden, Hays, Hoffmans, Leippers, Leiths, Olivers,
Pettis:'

May 13, 1990. Following a waffle & sausage breakfast ending
~the May Pinnacles Rally we headed South by the back roads to
establish camp in the Bakersfield Fairgrounds. Good spot.

. " Then on to our Barstow stop. 8:00AM departure next morning
“» for the Marina Park in Needles.
_ Spent an extra day in Needles. Car Pooled and drove up
- to the old mining town of Oatman. ‘Interesting to see the
many Burros......wild, yet so. tame they blocked store
doorways and slept in the street. Atmosphere, you know.
Dozens of Souvenir Shops. Back in camp Jack & Lloyd set up
the usual Caravan Barber Shop and several of our members
braved the outcome.
. May 17: On to Flagstaff for a one night stop. Usual
- Caravan Dinner by the Ladies. Nice! But now high in the
‘mountains.....lots of wind, and cold nights. Then on to
Holbrook the next morning. Happy Hour in the Park Club-
house & some enjoyed dinner out. Ah, modern inventions...
««+@able TV hookups were available. With an extra day at
this-8top, we car-pooled and visited the Petrified Forest.
Still lots of wind & Bob 0. lost his hat at one overlook.
.“Earl had brought his motorcycle so escorted us on trip.
Y May 20: On to Gallup, NM. Great to have the Gerolds
from S. Carolina here to welcome us in. (Good friends from
former Caravans & Rallies.) In afternoon drove up to visit
‘Window Rock. Some even tried the KOA steak barbecue cooked &
0ld right here in camp. Altho' no broken teeth, it was
ough! Next morning we all climbed into cars to visit Suni
‘Pueblo, El1 Morro, & surrounding Indian Country. There were
many Indian shops filled with "great stuff" but most of us
resisted buying. (There was pottery up to $2,100.)
Following a comfortable Happy Hour, some went out to eat,
~ others wandered over to watch the Indian Dancers provided by
'this Park.
, May 22: Departed for the St. Bonaventure RV Park in
Thoreau, NM. Claimed this is only RV Park in the world run
by volunteer help......all profit going to the Indian
School. From here we car-pooled to make the 150 mile visit
of Chaco Canyon, lots on dirt roads. From the Visitor Center
Movie we learned this was the center of Anasazi life in past
times. The next day we all visited Acoma, said to be the
oldest continually occupied village in the USA.

Camp then moved to Santa Fee, NM. Did shopping & sight-
seeing. The next day we all took the Bus Tour. Three hours
with lots of interesting stops. Were shown "the oldest house
in USA". Following our in camp group dinner, Jerry broke
out his new guitar and sang a few of our favorite songs.
Strangers in camp gathered around to listen. Nice. Next day
we gathered in five cars for the tour of Bandelier
Nat'l. Mon't. Liked the Trading Post. Sampled the
trails. Ate our lunches in a churchyard. PEACEFUL.

OVER -




Con't. from other side.

May 29: Caravan moved to Taos, NM. What a beautiful
drive. but still very heavy winds. Held H/H that evening
huddled in one of those tiny A-Frame sheds furnished each
tenting camp space. Cozy! \ ' ’ .
Next day's tour took us
to Taos Pueblo, in con-
tinuous use 900 yrs.
FABULOUS visit.
Then to Millicent
Rodgers Museum, Kit
Carson House, & back
to camp for Pie Iron
lunch. Then off to
the St. Francis of
Assisi Mission.

The next day we made the
High Road to Taos Loop drive. Visited La Trampas & then to
Truchas. The small villages of Chimato and Ortega were
“visited....many gift shops. Brown Bag lunched in Santuario.
: June 2: Our next stop was Chama, NM. The next o
day we boarded the Combres & Toltec train, "N/A's longest
highest narrow gage steam train". Most worth- L
while all day trip. oOur group - e
continued to buy "stuff".
Merchants HAPPY. Then
_ moved camp to Durango.
‘The Aztec Ruins were
truly awesome. Impressed
with the restored GREAT
KIVA. Mesa Verde was
out next stop with many
sight-seeing trips. With
a stop to check out FOUR- - "
CORNERS, we set up camp in M

Goulding, overlooking '*q&ﬂg@
MONUMENT VALLEY. Toured the ’-!%(z 3

. VALLEY next day, and shopped oNAK T
the Trading Post. A1l Navajo country. o

June 12: Moved on to Canyon de Chelle. Enjoyed tours
both above the rim looking down, and down into the Canyon.
In fact, spent three enjoyable days here. The Hays 4WD
vehicle a big help. Then moved on to Grand Canyon Villages.
Spent four great days sight-seeing, buying tourist items,
eating, & sitting. WONDERFUL!

June 17: Headed off for our last Caravan stop, Sedona.
Altho' we've been here often this beautiful spot is always
impressive. After much touring & three happy evening
gatherings in this 1lovely, shady Park, we waved goodby &
left for home on June 19, 1990

ever organized & run my MBCU...and all credit to Joe &
Shirley Gormaps, our trusty Leaders.

It is hard to judge but I think this was the finest Caravan .
- Reported in 1995 by Lloyd from 1990 Caravan Log. l



