
 

Scout Camp Rally Review 

 Future SNU Rallies  

 Carson City – Plaza Hotel- Satur-

day November 19, 2016 11:30 

am luncheon 

 D e a t h  V a l l e y  M e s q u i t e 

Campground - Date TBA 

 Brian & Jeni Root's House, Reno - 

Saturday December 17, 2016 

11:30 am luncheon 

 Carolina Kitchen, Sparks        

January 28, 2017 Saturday   

11:30 am luncheon  

 El Aguila Real, Gardnerville     

February 25, 2017 Saturday 

11:30 am luncheon  

 - March – Thursday March 23- 

Sunday March 26, 2017 - Lahon-

tan beach 7 

 April - Thursday April 21- Sunday 

April 23, 2017 - Ft Sage near 

Doyle 

 May - Thursday May 18- Sunday 

May 21, 2017 Sweetwater Sum-

mit  

 June - Thursday June 22 - Sunday 

June 25, 2017 - Crocker Cmpgd 

 July - Thursday July 20 - Sunday 

July 23, 2017 Weed Heights RV 

Park 

 August - Thursday August 24 - 

Sunday August 27, 2017 Green 

Creek near Bridgeport 

 September - Thursday September 

22 - Sunday September 24, 2017 

Lassen RV Resort, McArthur, CA  
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We couldn’t have asked for a more perfect fall weekend for the last official SNU rally for 

2016. The weather was mild with almost no wind and the trees glimmered gold in the 

sunlight. We had five rigs at the rally – Jerry & Dyann, Wheels & Doris, Bryan & Diane, Gene 

& Carmen and Fred and Wanda. Fred and Wanda are new SNU members and although 

they have a long camping history, this was their first outing with their 1972 Sovereign. It 

was a great shakedown trip for them. They learned a lot about the idiosyncrasies and 

quirks of their Airstream. There was a lot of expertise at the rally and both Fred and Wanda 

got an earful of helpful information and tips as well as some hands on assistance. One 

project Fred got done at the rally was to 

put his WBCCI membership numbers on 

his Airstream. We’ve always suggested 

to new Airstream owners, whether it is a 

new trailer or older one, to get out and 

use it and in particular attend rallies, 

before you do much to it. You will have 

an opportunity to see what others have 

done and hear their stories of what 

works and why. Also after spending 

some time in your trailer you will have a 

much better feel for how you want to 

use it and what you need to do to make 

it fit your own style of camping. Fred and Wanda went home with a long list of projects and 

ideas. Although it is basically in good shape for its age, it will be interesting to see that 

Airstream develop over time. Fred is also a ham (Wanda says he always has been). His call 

sign is KF7QVB. With the inclusion of Fred, every man at this rally and one woman hold a 

ham radio license. We spent most of the weekend just relaxing, enjoying the scenery and 

morning campfires, taking a few short walks and of course enjoying great dinners. Gene 

and Carmen took a nice long hike on the trails near the river. Bryan made some revisions 

and upgrades to the SNU rally WiFi site, in particular the process by which rally participants 

can upload and view photos. We also enjoyed some serenades by the local coyotes. 

Saturday was Doris’s daughter’s birthday. Although her daughter wasn’t at the rally, Doris 

made a chocolate cake and we all sang happy birthday to her. On Saturday, Gary & Anita 

came out for a visit. Later that day, Gene H. 

stopped by. Gene saw the PSA about the Lassen 

rally in the Carson Appeal and called us. He is 

looking to buy an Airstream and needed some 

information and resources. Apparently one of 

Gene’s passions is mules and he is a regular 

participant and attendee at Mule Days in 

Bishop. One thing he needs to figure out is how 

to tow both a trailer and a horse trailer in 

tandem. Gene got a lot of information from the 

rally participants and he was able to take a look 

inside some Airstreams to get a better idea of 

they are all about. One of these days hopefully, 

he will be at an SNU rally with an Airstream. After this weekend, most of us will be 

winterizing our rigs, doing some maintenance chores and looking forward to another great 

rally year in 2017.  

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17ja-fb-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2017/17-events/17ja-fb-lunches.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/?p=1946


The SNU special holiday luncheon will be Saturday December 17, 2016 . Brian & Jeni Root 

will be hosting this luncheon at their home in Reno. More details will be in the next newslet-

ter. This will definitely be an event you won’t want to miss.  
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November Luncheon 

Waffles - Wheels mentioned 

the waffles at Obsidian Dome 

in his list of Kitty Kredits. 

Waffles started out as sort of 

a joke, Here we are, holding 

a rally in the middle of 

nowhere with no facilities. 

We decided that provided the 

perfect opportunity to be 

creative and enjoy the things 

that might be more easily 

done at a rally site with 

electricity and water. The first 

such effort was at Obsidian 

Dome in 2006. We had a 

“formal” dinner with white 

(paper) table cloths, crystal 

(plastic) wine glasses and a 

candelabra centerpiece. 

Then came the waffle idea. 

Electricity? No problem, we 

just hooked up the waffle 

iron to a generator. Randy 

used his special recipe for 

the waffles. He has since 

become the official SNU 

waffle maker providing 

waffles at numerous rallies 

over the years. The brunches 

at Obsidian Dome have 

become something of a 

special event and rally 

highlight. Not only has Randy 

made waffles at these rallies, 

Other years we have had 

Don’s special sourdough 

pancakes, omelets in a bag, 

and with Bobbi’s organizing, 

we have had eggs in a hole, 

quiches, and other special 

treats. One brunch at 

Unionville with a little 

assistance from a generator, 

we had Randy’s waffles and 

Melissa’s fruit smoothies. 

Rally brunches have been a 

lot of fun and provided some 

great memories. Maybe we 

will add some new brunch 

dishes to our repertoire at 

SNU rallies in 2017.  

The November SNU luncheon will be at the Plaza Hotel on Saturday November 19, 2016 

starting at 11:30 am. The Plaza is on Carson Street across and a little south of the Orms-

by House. The address is 801 S Carson Street. Our 2015 luncheon at the Plaza was ex-

cellent so come prepared for a great sandwich and salad buffet with dessert. The cost is 

$15 per person donation to the Kitty at the luncheon. 

Please RSVP to phone: 775 972 9392    Email: hq@sierranevadaairstreams.org  

Mark your Calendar 

Over the years, the SNU has held ten rallies at Lahontan, all in the spring or fall. The sum-

mer at Lahontan can become a zoo as well as hot and buggy, so we like to go when it’s 

peaceful and quiet. It’s a great place in the spring to check your de-winterizing and get orga-

nized for the rest of the rally year. In the SNU November 1997 newsletter, Marge Grosch, 

SNU President and newsletter editor wrote about the fall rally at Lahontan. These are her 

comments. 

Our Lake Lahontan Rally is now history. We have been going to Airstream Rallies 

since 1975 and none has been as gratifying as this one. As strange as it may 

seem, due to the makeup of the unit, many have not pulled their trailers to a Sier-

ra Nevada Unit Rally in five years. This in itself was special, however the real icing 

on the cake came when two perspective members came and looked us and our 

trailers over and decided to join 

WBCCI. We have not been able to 

touch the ground since. 

There was yet another occurrence 

that added to the enjoyment of the 

event and that was the maiden voy-

age of the Paul’s new/old Bambi 

trailer, yes, this was the first outing 

for them in their bundle of joy since 

it’s purchase. If our reading of their 

experience is correct, we will see 

much more of them and their bundle of joy down the road. Pete Rinne who had 

not pulled his unit for some time, talking of further travels which is great. The 

group had so much fun they want to do it again. 

I remember Pete’s Airstream from this rally. It was a mess. The awning was falling off and 

the inside needed work. Never the less, he hitched up, came to the rally and got enthused 

for more rallies and travel. That’s what it’s all about. The first SNU rally for 2017 will be at 

Lahontan. Plan to join us there! 

The Sierra Nevada Unit at Lahontan 

2017 Officers. - Hearing no objections or other nominations, the SNU board for 2017 in-

cludes – Roger Jeppson, President – Dyann Thornburg, Secretary – Diane Leipper, Treasur-

er/Memberhip – Don Williams, Trustee – Randy Grossmann, Trustee. The list of officers 

along with the 2017 SNU rally schedule has been emailed to WBCCI headquarters and the 

Region 12 President and 1st Vice President. 

Dues renewal – We still have a few members who have not yet renewed for 2017. Check 

the website for information on membership and renewing. We are looking forward to a great 

year in 2017 and to everyone’s participation in SNU activities. 

SNU Business 

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16nv-dc-lunches.html
mailto::mail%20to:hq@sierranevadaairstreams.org
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/dues/dues-pay.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/dues/dues-pay.html
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To keep informed about 

the Sierra Nevada Unit 

- select any of the 

following links. 
 

SNU newsletter and 

article information 

 

SNU 2016 Rally 

Schedule - Mark your 

calendars  

 

SNU Facebook Page 

 

What's new on the 

SierraNevadaAirstrea

ms.org 
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The Rally Puzzle 

Creating the SNU annual rally schedule is a lot like putting a 

puzzle together. We have our basic pieces that are easy to 

consider. Then there are all the other little pieces that need 

to fit somewhere. Although the SNU has always been open 

to trying just about any type of site (and we have), the 

underlying consideration is that the SNU prefers dry 

camping dispersed sites. The basic pieces are that we hold 

eight scheduled rallies each year. In cooler months in the 

spring and fall, we choose a lower elevation. In the hotter 

months we try to schedule rallies at higher elevations, preferably with trees. Of course, the 

biggest piece of the puzzle is to choose rally sites that SNU members prefer. 

After those things are considered then we need to keep in mind holidays and other events. For 

instance, except in special circumstances, we don’t schedule rallies on holiday weekends like 

Memorial Day, Independence Day or Thanksgiving. We try to consider local events like A Night in 

the Country Music Festival or the Reno Air Races. We also keep in mind WBCCI and Regional 

activities. After those considerations, a few more pieces are now in place. 

Other puzzle pieces include geographic location, travel distance, accessibility, amenities, and 

availability. Keeping in mind working people and families, we try to keep the travel distance to 

rallies within a one hundred mile radius of Reno. That makes it easier for people to come to the 

rally for one or two days, or just a visit if they can’t make the whole three day event. Since the 

SNU has members in both Southern and Northern California as well as all over Nevada, we try to 

hold at least one rally a year as far south as possible and as far north as possible as well as in 

various locations in Northern Nevada and the Eastern Sierras. Being able to get to the rally site is 

another piece of the puzzle. Sites need to be accessible to the types of Airstreams, tow vehicles 

and keep in mind the driving and camping experience of the majority of our members. It is 

interesting to note that the best attended SNU rallies have all been the farthest distance and 

least accessible rally sites. Amenities for the SNU are a little different from the average rally site. 

What we’re looking for are sites that have trees for shade, minimal bugs, great scenery, room to 

move around and as a former member said, park in a hap-hazard parallel manner. We like rally 

sites with access to nice walking and hiking areas. Having decent satellite and cell access is a 

bonus as is having a parking area that requires minimal leveling. For a variety of reasons, the 

SNU prefers sites that don’t require advance reservations, in particular, campgrounds with 

individual sites. 

One of the features of SNU rallies is that everyone is welcome even if you decided at the last 

minute to come. With our preferred rally sites we always have room and no advance payment or 

planning is needed. That is not possible with individual reserved sites. Reserved group sites are 

an option but there are drawback to that as well. The SNU has held rallies in reserved site 

locations but with few exceptions, those are not our first choice. The two RV parks that we have 

begun to frequent do require advance notice but they are both flexible, easy to work with and can 

accommodate last minute arrivals. We have also held rallies in campgrounds where site 

availability is on a first come basis. That can get a little tricky as we might be spread throughout 

the campground or there might not be enough available sites. Time of the year is critical to 

whether or not these campgrounds would be a good rally site. 

The SNU is always open to new ideas and new places. Where we go and what we do is up to you 

– the SNU members. Scout out new places, share your ideas and suggestions, help plan and 

host a rally. Many SNU members have done just that. Their efforts have given the SNU some 

great rallies. Examples include: Randy & Vicki with Campground by the Lake and Lassen RV 

Resort, Jerry & Dyann with the Cantaloupe Festival rallies, Walker River Resort & Unionville, 

Wheels & Doris with the Lyon County Airs show and Green Creek, Rick and Jeanne with Obsidian 

Dome and Glass Creek, Bryan, Diane & Anita with the Portola Railroad Museum, Rocky Point, 

Crocker, Hickison Petroglyph, and Boca Springs and Don and Gail with Mesquite Springs. There is 

a comprehensive collection of things related to SNU rallies on the website. It includes an 

overview of all SNU rally sites, their location and the rallies the SNU has held at that site. There 

are a variety of rally planning documents and other pieces related to rallies. Take a look, share 

your ideas and suggestions about rally sites and activities. 

Like a good puzzle, when all the pieces come together you can sit back and enjoy the results. It’s 

the same with rallies. It’s all about getting out in your Airstream and being with your Airstream 

friends enjoying a beautiful site and creating memories. As Wally Byam said in his creed, “To 

open a whole world of new experiences . . .a new dimension in enjoyment where travel 

adventure and good fellowship are your constant companions.” 

http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-news/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16-rallyschedule.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/2016/16-events/16-rallyschedule.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/178368645651150
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://www.sierranevadaairstreams.org/snuze/index.php?cat=14
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/members/snu-mbrhandbook/06fb-opnotes-site-selection.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/snu/rally-docs/index.html
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This was written by Former SNU member, Chuck Fell. He and his wife Judy have re-

tired to Washington state. This article was published in the August 2008 SNU news-

letter. These stories are also posted with other Bodie materials on the destinations 

section of the website. Chuck led special tours of Bodie for two different SNU rallies. 

Also check out the photo gallery of Chuck and 

Judy’s 1966 Airstream Ambassador with it’s 

unique sportsman theme interior. 

I work for Calif Dept of Parks and Recreation 

and my classification is Park Maintenance 

Supervisor. I've worked for them for 18 and a 

half years, 14 of which have been at Bodie 

and then the rest at Empire Mine State Histor-

ic Park in Grass valley. The first year 1989, I 

lived full time at Bodie with Judy (my wife) coming over from Visalia on the 

weekends or when school was out for our daughter. We bought our house in 

Bridgeport in 1990. From then to when I transfered to Empire Mine in fall of 

1998 I wintered over in Bodie during my work week as the logistics of trying to 

get in and out on a daily basis were just to insurmountable. When we came 

back to Bodie in 2003 Judy and I both stayed in our old house at Bodie until 

summer of 2004 when we re-claimed our house in town from the folks that we 

had rented it to. Since then we have pretty much stayed at our house in Bridge-

port with me overnighting it once a week at Grover Hot Springs State Park in 

Markleeville (one of the parks I now cover as a supervi-

sor) and occasionally at Bodie in the winter. I'm getting 

old and I like spending my nights at home if I possibly 

can. 

When Chuck was asked to provide a story for this newsletter 

he contributed a whole series of remembrances and said “I 

think maybe a few 'one liners' folks could ask during the tour 

or the campfire might get things going a bit. I for one, want 

to hear them all. Here is what Chuck said. 

For instance the reason for the "bullet proof" screen on the 
screen door to our old house. The big barn dances we used 

to have on Sat. night just like the ones they had in the teens, twenty's and thirty's. 
The "drive in" movies outside the J S Cain House. The story of "Bodie Bill" the "Jr. 
Pyro" who started the fire on June 23rd 1932 that burnt the town down and the 
green jello. Canoeing down Main Street in during the spring run-off. Playing base-
ball on the old Bodie Mutts ball field. Our dog, Bear's, big snowcat adventure. 
Getting snowed in in the storm of March '95 being the only person in Bodie at the 
time and taking two whole days trying to get out and meet the other guys in the 
snowcat. The general logistics of getting into or out of Bodie in the winter time. 
The darkest night I ever spent trying to find my way back to the snowcat after my 
truck got stuck in the snow. A few various "ghost stories about the house we lived 
in and the other houes on our block. Judy's flat muffins. The Sieler house Brewery 
and our "ever foam" beer. The "mysterious ghost" of the Sieler house cellar. The 
visiting mountain lion who surprised employees when they were opening up the 
Standard Mill for the summer tours. The sad sad story of Lottie Johl, the lady of 
questionable virtue who tried to change her station in life and the times wouldn't 
let her. The lynching of "LaRouch". I'm sure once we get 
going a few more stories of everyday life will come to 
mind. I can talk a bit about the various "Friends of Bodie" 
day celebrations we do every year. This year we are cele-
brating the "roaring twenties" in Bodie. Also some of the 
pretty neat car groups that have come through such as 
the horse less carriage club of America (1919 or older), of 
course the Model T's and A's that line up on Main Street. 
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   Winterizing - Drains & Valves  
 It’s that time of year. Protecting 

your drains and valves are part of 

winterizing your rig. The first thing to 

do is to make sure you know where 

all of the drains and valves are on 

your RV. The valves for the gray and 

black tanks are often used so they 

shouldn't be hard to find. The drain 

and valve for the fresh water tank 

may be a bit more difficult. The 

plumbing system may have multiple 

drains. The hot water heater also 

has a drain plug. Anything that holds 

fluid in your RV will have a drain and 

a valve and you need to locate these 

and know how to use them. There 

may also be bypass valves. Most 

common are those for hot water 

heaters. These allow you to use 

parts of your plumbing system while 

keeping other parts at lower risk of 

freezing. When you are ready to 

drain all systems, open any faucets 

to help vent the lines and facilitate 

drainage. Also disconnect the fresh 

water tank supply line to the pump 

(may need modification from origi-

nal condition). There are adapters 

that allow you to connect an air 

compressor at your water supply 

connection in order to use air to 

help blow out any water in the lines. 
Caution needs to be taken to make 

sure the supply air pressure does 

not exceed nominal water pressures 

(usually forty or fifty psi). Depending 

upon air to blow out the plumbing 

lines may also be rather risky as 

there may be spots in the plumbing 

system that remain 'wet' even after 

blowing air through. Check the web-

site for a complete overview of win-

terizing your rig.  

Bodie, CA - Stories 
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http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/destinations/395-south/bodie/index.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/memories/show_n_tell/vintage/designer/gallery.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/owners-guide/maintaining/winterizing.html
http://sierranevadaairstreams.org/owners-guide/maintaining/winterizing.html

